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PREFACE 


The first address of His Excellency Lord Linlithgow, Viceroy of 
India, to both houses of the Legislature on September 1, 1936, opens 
this issue of International Conctliation. It will interest the reader 
as a report in some detail of what is being done under the terms of 
the Government of India Act passed by the British Parliament in 
July, 1935, to organize into an All-India Federation the Provinces 
of British India and the States ruled by the Indian Princes. In the 
latter half is a highly significant contrast between the development 
of dictatorships in other parts of the world and the progress toward 
self-government in India. 

The three articles which follow deal with present-day Germany. 
Of special significance is the text of Chancellor Hitler’s proclamation 
to the National Socialist congress at Nuremberg on September 9, 
1936, recapitulating the past achievements of the National Socialist 
régime, emphasizing Germany’s need for raw materials and terri- 
torial expansion, and outlining a new four-year program. There are 
also the two memorials registering the protests of the German Evan- 
gelical Church against the State’s interference with the work of the 
churches. 

The text of the message addressed by Pope Pius XI to the refugees 


from Spain on September 14 closes the pamphlet. 


NICHOLAS MuRRAY BUTLER 
New York, October 12, 1936. 
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY’S SPEECH TO BOTH 
THE HOUSES OF THE LEGISLATURE IN THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY BUILDING ON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1936 


GENTLEMEN, I wish on this, the first occasion on which as Governor- 
General I address the Indian Legislature, to say how great a pleasure 
it is to me to extend my greetings to the Members of that Legisla- 
ture, and in particular to the distinguished Presidents of the Council 
of State and of the Legislative Assembly, both of them, I am glad 
to say, well known to me. 

It has, I think, in the past been the custom of my predecessors, 
in addressing the Legislature, to deal in some detail with the various 
measures from time to time under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India. The occasion on which I now address you is, however, 
one of a wholly special character and significance. Not only is it the 
last occasion on which this Legislature will meet as a whole; but 
my words today are spoken at a time when the elections for the 
Provincial Legislatures are close upon us, and when we are within 
a very short distance of the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy. 
It is my intention therefore to make only a relatively brief reference 
to those questions which have come under the direct consideration 
of the Legislature or of the Departments of the Government of India, 
and to lay before you at somewhat greater length than might other- 
wise be appropriate the reflections of a general character that suggest 
themselves to me at this critical juncture in the political develop- 
ment of India. 

But before I pass to those matters, since the session now about 
to begin will be the last session of the present Council of State, I 
would like to take the opportunity to pay a tribute to the invaluable 
work which the Council of State has done under the sage and ex- 
perienced guidance of its President, Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy. 
Consisting as it does of Members of proved experience in many walks 
of life, its balanced judgment on the problems that have come before 
it and the pains which it has invariably taken to reach a just and 
objective decision on the many controversial issues with which it 
has been faced, entitle it in a high degree to our gratitude and our 
esteem. 

I do not, in the circumstances to which I have already referred, 
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propose to do more than touch on one or two of the more important 
matters which are at present under the consideration of my Govern. 
ment, and my reference even to these will be brief. The first ip 
importance among these matters is unquestionably the problem 
of middle-class unemployment. I have spared no effort since | 
assumed office to familiarize myself with the various aspects of this 
problem and with the possible methods of grappling with it. It is 
one with the complexity and the difficulty of which you are familiar, 
My Government are actively investigating the avenues opened up 
by the very valuable report of the Sapru Committee, and they are 
leaving nothing undone to devise methods of dealing with what is 
one of the fundamental issues of the present day in most countries 
of the world. 

The position and the difficulties of Indians overseas have always 
been matters in which Indian public opinion and this Legislature 
have shown the keenest concern. The past months have been marked 
by several developments of interest and importance. Representatives 
of the Government and the Parliament of South Africa are already 
in India, and | take this, the first public opportunity that has pre- 
sented itself, of extending to them the warmest of welcomes on 
behalf of India as a whole. My Government have, I am glad to 
say, been able to afford Indians in Zanzibar the expert guidance 
and advice of one of my officers in connection with the difficulties 
which they have been experiencing. The question of the reservation 
of the Kenya Highlands has been settled on a basis which represents 
the admission of a principle for which India has consistently con- 
tended. The decisions taken as to the future composition of the 
Legislative Council in Fiji may be regarded as satisfactory from the 
Indian standpoint. The Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure Amend- 
ment Act of 1936 will be of material benefit to Indians in the Trans- 
vaal. It is but natural that India should display a continuing and 
active interest in the problems affecting her citizens overseas. And 
it is a source of keen satisfaction to me on this, the first occasion on 
which I address the Legislature, that the recent record of achieve- 
ment in safeguarding those interests should have been so encouraging 

Negotiations, as you are aware, are in progress with representa- 
tives of the Japanese Government for the conclusion of a new com- 
mercial agreement. It is my earnest hope that those negotiations 
may in the very near future reach a fruitful outcome. You will, I am 
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sure, welcome the decision which my Government have taken to 
appoint in the near future an Indian Trade Commissioner to Japan, 
and, with a view to assisting the development of Indian trade with 
East Africa, to Mombasa. 

The separation of Aden from India will coincide with the inaugura- 
tion of Provincial Autonomy. The association has been a long one, 
and I am glad to think that, on its determination, His Majesty’s 
Government have given full weight to Indian feeling in the matter 
of safeguards for the special Indian interests connected with the 
Aden Settlement. 

As you are I think aware, two problems to which I attach the 
utmost importance are that of public health, and the problem of 
nutrition as affecting human beings and animals alike. The problem 
of nutrition is at all times one of vital concern to any country, and 
on its solution hinges essentially the future of India as a whole. No 
effort that can be made to ameliorate conditions and to assist in 
the solution of this problem can be too great; and you may rest 
assured of my own continued and abiding personal interest in it. 
Hardly less material in its relation to the development and progress 
of India is the problem of Public Health. In this field, in particular, 
cooperation and the maximum degree of continued and coordinated 
effort between the Central and the Provincial Governments is 
essential. | am most anxious that all possible assistance should be 
available to those concerned with the investigations of the many 
dificult issues that arise, and with the practical application of such 
remedial measures as may be required. I am accordingly taking 
active steps for the establishment of a Central Public Health Ad- 
visory Board which, in collaboration with the Provincial Govern- 
ments, and with a constitution somewhat analogous to that of the 
Central Advisory Board of Education, shall apply itself to the 
realization of this ideal. 

I have, since I assumed my present office, done all that lies in my 
power to stimulate and encourage rural development, and the 
response after even so short a time has in my judgment been most 
encouraging. But in devoting my attention to agriculture and its 
problems, I have not ignored the legitimate claims of industry, and 
I am taking a close interest in the problems of industry and in par- 
ticular in the coordination and development of industrial research. 
In this connection I cannot but affirm my conviction that no steps 








can be taken which will be more effective in promoting the expansion 
of commerce and industry than those designed to enhance the pur- 
chasing power of the rural population. 

Before I pass to a consideration of the great constitutional de. 
velopments which lie before us, it is proper that I should take the 
opportunity to mention the debt under which we labor to Sir Laurie 
Hammond and his Committee, and to Sir Otto Niemeyer. The 
investigations of Sir Otto Niemeyer have left us fully seized of the 
financial position of the Center and the Provinces alike, a state of 
things essential to the introduction of Provincial Autonomy and of 
Federation. To Sir Laurie Hammond and his Committee we owe the 


well-balanced and carefully considered recommendations on which 
the constituencies for the future legislative bodies will essentially 
be based. 

The stage is now set for Provincial Autonomy, and on the Ist 
April, 1937, that fundamental constitutional change will come into 
being. With its inauguration takes place the first of the stages in the 
transmutation of the Indian constitutional position. The second 
stage, the stage of Federation, lies ahead of the stage of Provincial 
Autonomy. But, as I have endeavored on various occasions to make 
clear, I am myself of opinion that the interval between Provincial 
Autonomy and Federation must inevitably be a very short one. I am 
not blind to the difficult and delicate problems which arise in con- 
nection with the inauguration of the Federation, and in particular 
with the accession to it of the Ruling Princes. But I am taking al 
possible steps to expedite the investigation and disposal of those 
problems, and to lighten the burden of those on whom there falls 
the responsibility of a decision so important as that which accession 
to the Federation constitutes. The question, in all its aspects, is 
receiving day by day my own close personal attention, and you can 
rely upon me, Gentlemen, to leave nothing undone that lies within 
my power, to remove any misunderstandings or misapprehensions 
which may exist, and to facilitate the task of those on whom there 
fall the momentous responsibilities involved. 

Of the intricacy of the problem I am, in the light of my own ex- 
perience, fully conscious. Indeed I am moved on occasions to ask 
myself whether those of us who have labored in India and in London, 
upon the three Round Table Conferences, upon the Joint Select 
Committee, or in Parliament itself, as supporters or as critics of 
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the great scheme of constitutional reform enshrined in the Act of 
1935, whether we are not in some danger of finding ourselves so en- 
grossed in the multifarious details of the plan as to lose sight of the 
essential outlines of the structure and, at times, even of the splendid 
vision that has moved and inspired its inception. And in truth the 
moment has come for a due appraisement of the fabric as a whole, 
for we may number by weeks the time that now separates us from 
the commencement of Provincial Autonomy, while the strong proba- 
bility is that the transitory period between the achievement of 
Provincial Autonomy and the inauguration of the Federation of 
India, will be of short duration. 

As we attempt such an appraisement, the spectacle that confronts 
our eyes is rendered the more impressive by reason of its contrast 
with the dark and ominous background of contemporary world 
events. In Europe we see an array of dictatorships risen from the 
ashes of those liberal systems of government which preceded them, 
each arming feverishly against a possible crisis that all fear and none 
desire; while civil war, in its cruellest and most destructive shape, 
despoils a nation once supreme alike in the Old World and the New. 
Again, in many parts of the world, we become aware of the recrudes- 
cence of the rule of force, and in one guise or another, of the exploita- 
tion of the weak by the strong. 

These are the world conditions in which, by the joint statesman- 
ship of Britain and India, there is about to be initiated in this country 
an experiment in representative self-government, which for breadth 
of conception and boldness of design is without parallel in history; 
these the circumstances in which the British People and Parliament 
have seen fit to offer to India a constitution which by its liberal 
principles, stands in such impressive contrast to those political 
tendencies which are evident over wide areas of the world. And if 
the constitutional changes now impending predicate the remarkable 
growth of Indian political consciousness in terms both of the desire 
for self-government and of a growing realization of the essential 
unity of India, so also those changes connote a profound modifica- 
tion of British policy towards India as a member of the Common- 
wealth. For indeed by their very nature they involve nothing less 
than the discarding of the old ideas of Imperialism for new ideals 
of partnership and cooperation. 

In April of next year there will come into being eleven autonomous 
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Provinces, some of them as extensive in area and with populations 
as large as many European countries. Over these great areas Indian 
statesmen will be called upon to bear the heavy burden of responsi- 
bility for the entire field of civil government in the provincial sphere, 
When the vast electorates, aggregating some thirty-five million per- 
sons, go to the polls to choose their representatives in their respective 
Legislatures, to which those Ministers will be responsible, the 
individual voter will have a new duty and a new opportunity. For 
by their choice the electors will be deciding not merely upon the 
person to represent them in the Legislature, but they will be con- 
tributing directly towards shaping the course of public policy in 
their Province. For the trend of government, legislative and adminis. 
trative, must needs move in the direction indicated by the will of 
a majority of the electorate. 

We are witnessing at the moment in every Province in India that 
which is an essential preliminary to the successful working of demo- 
cratic constitutions, namely, the formation or development of 
political parties. Having myself had some share in party manage- 
ment in my own country, I am observing with no little interest the 
progress of events. My own experience suggests that it is easy, at 
such a juncture, to over-estimate the power of the party manager 
to influence the course of party evolution, and to fall into the capital 
error of forgetting that in these matters it is the electorate that 
shapes parties as well as policies. 

I do not doubt that there will emerge, at the outset of the change, 
points of difficulty and uncertainty. That in all the circumstances is 
inevitable. But I am confident that such minor difficulties will early 
be surmounted. The essential fact is that upon the Ist of April next 
year we are destined to embark upon the first stage of this remark- 
able political adventure. From that moment these great politica 
entities will move forward into the future, the objects—we may be 
sure—of intense local patriotism, proud of their history, confident 
in their future, determined, each one of them, to play a worthy part 
in that new India which is now taking shape before our eyes. 

Such, then, are the eleven autonomous Provinces which, in union 
with such of the Indian States as may choose to accede, will con- 
stitute the Federation of India, that majestic structure which by 
the statesmanlike vision of the Indian Princes was transmuted in a 
moment from what was no more than a dim and uncertain outline 





inte 
as « 
Her 
con 
sucl 
alli 
to | 
autl 
aut 
the 
unif 
tion 
as le 
in I 
a Wi 
not 
O 
tion 
whic 
time 
my « 
lege, 
to e1 
are t 
sions 
mys¢ 
read’ 
powe 
stitu 
torat 
and 
reaso 
ernor 
stitul 
good 


tions 
dian 
Onsi- 
here, 
per- 
ctive 
the 
For 

| the 
con- 
y in 
iNnis- 


ll of 


that 
‘mo- 
t of 
age- 

the 
r, at 
ager 
vital 
that 


nge, 
Ps is 
arly 
1ext 
ark- 
ical 
r be 
lent 
dart 


539 


into a project firm and practicable—a project which now appears 
as an essential part of the scheme of constitutional development. 
Here again, I feel doubt as to whether those of us in day-to-day 
contact with the complex problems attaching to the launching of 
such a project are able so far to detach ourselves as to envisage, in 
all its impressive mass, the mighty work upon which we are privileged 
to labor. The unitary system of government for so long the supreme 
authority in India is disappearing as we watch. In its place great 
autonomous Provinces make their appearance; and finally comes 
the Federation, crowning the entire structure and embracing and 
unifying within its bold and ample scope the common life and aspira- 
tions of one-fifth of the human race, dispersed over a sub-continent 
as large as Western Europe. Such will be the structure of government 
in India which, when the task is completed, will meet the gaze of 
a watching world: a spectacle whose dignity and grandeur will be 
not unworthy of this great and famous country. 

One word more. It is axiomatic that the spirit in which a constitu- 
tion is worked must in the long run count for more than the letter in 
which it is written. For myself I am able to assure you that, for such 
time as | may hold my present office, it is my intention to interpret 
my duty with a liberal and sympathetic mind. It has been my privi- 
lege, through a long and arduous period of work, to apply my mind 
to every aspect of the new constitution. I am well aware that there 
are those in this country who are dissatisfied with certain of its provi- 
sions. I accept the sincerity of their opinions even though I find 
myself unable to endorse their views. For my part I shall be found 
ready and anxious, when the time comes, to work to the best of my 
power, with any and every political party willing to work the con- 
stitution, that may succeed in winning the confidence of the elec- 
torates. My heartfelt plea to every man and woman of good will 
and public spirit is that they may give these Reforms a fair and 
reasonable trial, and that they will join with me and with the Gov- 
ernors of Provinces in an earnest endeavor to work the new Con- 
stitution in a spirit of tolerance and cooperation, for the honor and 
good of their motherland. 
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ADOLF HITLER’S ADDRESS TO THE GERMAN NATION 


Party Members, National Socialists! 

Once again National Socialist Germany has gathered here for its 
great annual review. Political warriors, both men and women, and 
the soldiers of our army meet again at this the eighth Reich Party 
Day, on the soil of Nuremberg so sacred to our party. Whereas in 
the past the conventions of the various parties were marked by 
internal discord and the selfish influence of pressure groups, the days 
of our National Socialist movement are days of sincere belief in our 
idea, in our movement, and, for the past four vears, in our German 
nation—The National Socialist Third Reich. 

The truth and necessity embodied in our teachings have always 
received the heartiest confirmation at these great demonstrations 
of our movement, because of their fruits—our success which is visible 
everywhere 

For that reason also the conventions of past years considered our 
plans for the future, measured by past achievements, certain of 
attainment; yes, as a matter of course. At what time was it possible 
to look back at our accomplishments with more satisfaction than on 
this fourth Reich Party Day since our rise to power? 

\s we open this “congress of honor,”’ we are stirred by two eme 
tions: one of pride as we look on the four years that lie behind us, 
especially upon the last year, and, a feeling of justification for all 
our acts as we behold about us today a world filled with dissension 
and instability. 

How many years—decades—pass in the life of a nation, tha 
deserve little claim to special consideration or remembrance in the 
pages of history! How often does it not seem that the inertness ofa 
historical event plots out for the following generations the life- 
content of entire races. In quiet procession uneventful decades pass 
by; decades which also bore worthy men, whose achievements, how- 
ever, received little recognition—recognition which alone leads to 
historical prominence. And when posterity regards three or four 
years of national history as being especially noteworthy, then it is 
in most cases a period of collapse, and very rarely a period of real 
national progress. The destruction of an empire, the collapse of na- 
tional economy, the revolutionary overthrow of State organizations, 


‘ Translated from the Valkischer Beobachter, Munich, Germany, September 10, 1936 
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and the subversion of authority require a much shorter time than 
that which was necessary for their construction. 

It is in this connection that we National Socialists proudly assert 
that the period of Germany’s collapse dating from November, 1918, 
proceeded at a slower pace than the period that marks the four years 
of our national recovery. 

How sluggish the river of time appears to us when we look back 
upon the régime that ruled Germany prior to the National Socialist 
revolution. Truly, from year to year it sank lower and lower, and 
little remains of its accomplishments, because of the utter lack of 
greatness among its leaders. One year is like any other. Governments 
come and governments go. Officials change and reappear. However, a 
turbulent and continual change in the officialdom of a nation results 
in little but insignificance and evasion of duty to the people. One 
question always remained to be answered. What is the necessity of a 
constant change in executives, when the result of action remains 
ever the same? And ever the same was decay! 

In the year 1933, after a struggle of fourteen years, National 
Socialism was entrusted with the leadership of the Reich. 

And what wonders have occurred in these four years? On this 
fourth Reich Party Day since our rise to power, we National Socialists 
can proudly face our followers and ask to be judged by the entire 
nation. 

Was this miracle a genuine revolution, or was it not? Have our 
achievements justified it in the minds of our people, or have they not? 
And above all, who else but we could have accomplished this feat? 

National Socialist Men and Women! If all previous Reich Party 
Days have been days of justification of our fight and struggle, then 
it is especially true of the present one. No other could fill us with 
greater satisfaction, for during the last four years there has occurred 
in all phases of national life an immeasurable recovery. 

Singular is the tempo and extensiveness of our political rise, and, 
above all, the internal consolidation of the German nation is without 
parallel in history. The greatest achievement of our ascent, however, 
was accomplished during the last year—in the twelve months that 
have passed since the last Reich Party Day. 

In the short proclamation of January 30, 1933, I made known to 
the German nation the goal of our fight. I begged at that time 
to be given four years. After that time I pledged to give to the 
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German people an account of the fulfilment or non-fulfilment of that 
promise. 

Our opponents were certain that we would never see the day on 
which we could call the nation to judge us, for the life of our régime 
was expected to last little more than six or eight weeks. 

What, however, has National Socialism made of Germany in thege 
four years? Which of our opponents would have the insolence to 
appear as a complainant against us today? What in my proclamation 
of 1933 appeared to be fantastic and impossible appears now a mere 
modest announcement of the accomplishments that tower far above 
it. 

Our opponents did not believe it possible that we could accomplish 
the program of 1933, which now looks so small to us. What would 
they have said then, if I had presented to them that program which 
the National Socialist Government has actually accomplished in the 


last four years? 

How they would have mocked if I had declared on January 39, 
1933, that in four years Germany would have reduced its number of 
unemployed from 6,000,000 to 1,000,000; that the forced sale of 
peasant holdings would have been brought to an end; that the income 
of German farmers would be higher than in any preceding year in 
our peace time; that the total national income would have risen from 
41,000,000,000 to 56,000,000,000 marks; that the German middle class 
and the German trades would experience a new period of prosperity; 
that commerce would regain its feet; that the German Hanseatic 
cities would no longer resemble ship cemeteries; that in 1936 ships 
totaling 640,000 tons would be under construction at German wharves 
alone; that the multitude of factories would not double but triple 
and quadruple their production; that many new factories would | 
appear; that the Krupp works would again hear the rumble of 
machines working for Germany's regeneration; that all these under- 


takings would recognize that their final law was service to the nation 
and not unscrupulous private profit; that inactive automobile fac 
tories would not only come to life again, but would be greatly in- 
creased in size; that our production of motor vehicles would increase 
from 45,000 in 1932 to almost 250,000 now; that in these four years 
the deficits of our cities and provinces would disappear, and that the 
Reich would have a tax income increase of about 5,000,000,000 marks | 
yearly; that the German railroads would finally be made financially | 
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sound; that its trains would be the fastest in the world; that the 
German Reich would receive roads such as had never been built 
since human culture existed; that of 7,000 kilometers (about 4,350 
miles) of roads projected 1,000 would be in use after only four years, 
and 4,000 more would be under construction; that tremendous new 
homestead colonies with hundreds of thousands of houses would 
appear, that in the old cities of the Reich new buildings would rise 
which are among the largest in the world; that hundreds upon hun- 
dreds of new immense bridges would cross valleys and gulleys; that 
German culture in such and like accomplishments would demon- 
strate its inner character; that the German theatre and German music 
would experience a renaissance; that the German people would take 
an active part in the revival of these arts, and that Germany would 
experience a great intellectual awakening without a single Jew having 
a hand in it. 

What would our opponents have said, had I foretold then that in 
these four years the entire German press would be filled with a new 
code of ethics and would serve only the interests of German problems; 
that for German economy the law of a new professional honor would 
be proclaimed; that the German people would experience a thorough 
reformation of their modes of activity and character? 

What would they have said, if four years ago I would have pre- 
dicted that four years hence the German people would be a united 
nation with neither Social Democrats, Communists, Centrists, nor 
bourgeois parties left to transgress against the German people, or 
trade unions to scatter dissension among the workers, and that there 
would not be one union of syndicalists to cause havoc among the 
employers? 

What would they have said had I then predicted that four years 
hence there would no longer be independent States with their Legis- 
latures and sixteen different flags and traditions, but that the whole 
nation from the humblest worker up to the soldier would be pledged 
to one flag? 

But, above all things, what would our opponents have said, had I 
then prophesied that during these four years Germany would have 
shaken off the fetters of Versailles; that the Reich would have re- 
gained its defense freedom, that, as formerly in peacetime, every 
German would dedicate two years of his life to the freedom of his 
country; that our coast and commerce would be protected by a navy 
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now in the course of construction, and that a powerful new air weapon 
would vouchsafe protection to our cities and factories; that with the 
Rhineland the entire country would again be restored to the sov- 
ereignty of the Reich? 

And, perchance, what would these opponents have said had | 
predicted that before even four years had elapsed this Nationa 
Socialist policy for the recovery of our honor and national freedom 
would receive an affirming endorsement of ninety-nine per cent of the 
German electorate? 

Had I predicted those and many other things four years ago, | 
would have been exposed to the derision of the world and branded a 
madman. Yet in these brief four years all these things have happened 
and who would now dare to reproach us for looking back upon these 
developments with a feeling of pride and satisfaction? The political 
leadership of National Socialism has accomplished this feat in four 
short years, and the National Socialist Army which joined the ranks 
has confirmed this wonder. Today the Reich is more firmly founded 
in its political leadership and military security than ever before. 

But a second miracle, and one which cannot fail to fill us with grim 
satisfaction, is the realization that our other predictions have proved 
to be all too true. Unrest, hatred, and mistrust fill the world about us 
With the exception of one major Power and a few other States, we 
encounter throughout Europe the convulsions of Bolshevistic rioting 
and revolution. 

My party comrades, did it not strike you as something akin to 
symbolism, that at a time when in other countries hate reigned anc 
ruin spread, there should take place in Berlin amid the plaudits of a 
happy people an Olympic festival dedicated to the noble motives of 
enlightened humanity? Despite many attempts, it was not possible 
for even Jewish reporters to distort the truth and misrepresent what 
millions had seen with their own eyes. And this imposing festival 
supplied still another answer to the constant baiting of a damnable 
clique of international disturbers of the peace: these countless visitors 
to whom a personal opportunity to see the new Germany was af- 
forded, they will not challenge our claim that, however mighty and 


impressive Germany’s recovery, this recovery was not achieved at 
the cost of a single other nation or people. Upon whom did we inflict 
a single injury in these four years? From whom have we taken his 


wealth? What nation has suffered because of our rehabilitation? 
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If our critics abroad had applied themselves as industriously as we 
to their own internal affairs instead of believing these detestable 
baiters, we might have had today—especially in Europe—a firmer 
community of nations which through concerted effort could master 
the difficult problems of our time. 

This remarkable and singular recovery, however, is not an un- 
deserved stroke of luck that has come upon us, but the result of a 
tremendous exertion of energy and nerve-wracking worries. That, 
which the supposedly intelligent criticism of our stupid and thought- 
less opponents revealed to the world with satanic satisfaction is all 
too true. During these four years the German Government had more 
worries and cares than another government might have in the course 
of five decades. 

These cares, however, do not affect the German Government 
morally, but have always had only a psychological and,—to our 
sorrow—a physical effect. Not we Germans, but a fateful past as 
well as the ignorance among our own people, and what may be the 
lack of ability or willingness to understand among the others, are 
the causes of our difficulties. With apparent pleasure this shame- 
lessly antagonistic campaign of lies informs the world of our need 
of eggs and meat. 

What confusion must reign in the heads of these “literary men of 
honor’! I am certain it was much easier for these critics to record 
the effects of a mad delusion, than it was for us to overthrow and 
remedy that condition. 

But while these Jewish-Bolshevistic baiters and advocates of 
world-revolution talked and showed a preference for applying an 
incendiary torch to human culture, National Socialist Germany, 
through heroic efforts and within its own frontiers and the restricted 
scope of its domestic resources has striven to rehabilitate its national 
economy, protect the lives of its people, and insure its economic 
future. 

How simple it is for statesmen of certain other countries—whose 
critics produce little but shallow attacks—to solve the economic 
problems of their people, when compared with the difficulties of 
Germany. What do they know of need when they have from fifteen 
to twenty times as much territory per inhabitant as we have here 
in Germany? What do they know of difficulties when all raw mate- 
rials of this earth are within reach of the buying power of their 
currency? 
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The problems of our national economic maintenance are infinitely 
great. First, the 136 persons per square kilometer in Germany cannot 
find complete sustenance of their own even with the greatest efforts 
and the ingenious exploitation of their present territory. What the 
German peasant has accomplished in these last few years is singular 
and unique. What the National Socialist State has accomplished in 
the cultivation of the last heath and the last German moor cannot 
be surpassed. 

However, in spite of all, there will always remain a deficiency in 
some fields of our nutrition. To offset this deficiency by import is all 
the more difficult because unfortunately we also lack in Germany a 
number of important raw materials. 

German economy is, therefore, compelled to compensate for its 
lack of food stuffs and raw materials by industrial export, which 
must likewise take place under all circumstances, because of the 
unavoidability of imports, especially in the case of food 

It is regrettable that the rest of the world has no understanding 
of the nature and magnitude of the tasks, thanks to their frivolous 
as well as stupid and, yes, unnecessarily spiteful treatment of these 
problems. In order to buy a certain amount of fat for Germany 
Germany must export goods of even greater value. But since ques- 
tions of food are not, as some foreign statesmen seem to think, 
matters of malicious intention but vital tasks, it follows that the 
exports which are a presupposition of these imports must take place 
under all circumstances. 

It is therefore a truly deplorable lack of reason to reproach a 
people for its cheap exports, when for lack of self-sustaining economic 
territory that people absolutely needs exports in order to import 
the food stuffs it lacks. 

If, therefore, an English politician declares that Germany does 
not need colonies because it is free to buy raw materials, then the 
declaration of this gentleman is about as intelligent as the question 
of that well-known Bourbon Princess, who at the sight of the revolu- 
tionary mob roaring for bread remarked in surprise why, if the people 
did not have bread, they did not eat cake. 

If the German people and the German Reich had not been bled 
for fifteen years and deprived of all their international savings, if 
they had not lost all their foreign investments, and if they still had 
their own colonies, we could master these problems much easier. 
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The objection that colonies would help us very little is unjustified. 
The leadership of a State which has produced no longer deniable 
economic accomplishments under conditions such as faced the Ger- 
man Government, would likewise know how to administer colonies 
with economic usefulness. For it was much more difficult for the 
German State and economic leadership, for instance, to reduce the 
number of unemployed from six and one half to one million within 
our overpopulated territory, and assure at the same time daily bread 
for all, than it was in those countries which at any rate seem to have 
been unable to solve this question thus far. It required tremendous 
efforts under these circumstances: 


1. To reduce the number of unemployed in Germany, and 
2. To assure them their daily bread. 


For the creation of a purely domestic economy is unfortunately 
possible in Germany only to a limited extent, as we have neither 
sufficient food stuffs nor raw materials within our currency sphere 
to become self-sufficient. 

Despite this we have made an attempt to get out of our soil what- 
ever we could. It was self-evident, however, that in doing so we had 
to end the license of free economic activity in favor of planned pro- 
duction and planned effort. National Socialist leadership has always 
avoided influencing business more than was necessary. It has had, 
however, to make one principle supreme in its consideration, and 
therewith its action. 

Neither business nor capital are sovereign phenomena subject to 
their own laws; rather at the top stand the people, which thereby 
alone and exclusively decree the laws of life. The people are not 
there for business; rather business is the servant of the people. And 
the people and business are not the slaves of capital; rather, capital 
is merely an economic auxiliary device, and therewith is likewise 
subordinated to the greater necessities of the people. 

Where would Germany have gotten to if we had not gradually 
imposed and made effective these of our principles in our economic 
activity? 

Compared with many other nations, great individual accumula- 
tions of wealth are almost unknown in Germany. But despite this 
the general standard of living is relatively high. 

To improve this standard of living for the broad masses is the 
aim of the German economic policy. 





[his improvement, however, taking things as they are, can un- 
fortunately take place not in all but only in certain directions 

For this is a further principle of our National Socialist economic 
policy: that not the wage nor the wage level is decisive but rather 
production, and therewith that share which falls to the individual 
partner in the economic process. The National Socialist economic 
leadership has had to renounce many a popular slogan and program 


of action, but it has also saved the German people from disappoint- 


It would have been easily possible for the State and economic 
leadership to raise wages twenty, forty, and even fifty per cent. Buta 
rise in wages without an increase in production is a self-deception 
that the German people went through once before. According to 
National Socialist economic views, it is insanity to raise wages and 
at the same time if possible reduce working hours, that is, restrict 
production. 

For the total wage income of the people distributes itself over 
the total production that can be consumed. When at times the total 
wage income rises fifteen per cent, but total production decreases 
fteen per cent, the wage increase will not only be without result 
for the livelihood of the individual but, contrariwise, it will lead to 
the complete depreciation of the currency because of the reduction 


We see the last motivating cause of inflationist developments in 
the growing disproportion between a total wage income of the people 
which continues to grow, and a total production of the people which 
continues to sink. It was, therefore, the strong principle of the 
National Socialist leadership to permit no increase in the hourly 
wage, but to produce a general increase in income by an increase in 
accomplishment, that is, through an increase in production. If Ger- 
man business pays a round 15,000,000,000 marks more in wages and 
salaries than in 1933, it is able to do so only because production has 
likewise increased in a similar proportion. This alone guarantees a 
steady price amid rising wages, and therewith a better livelihood, 


because it does not represent a high reward for labor as such, but 


r 
payment for increased labor. 

It is clear, however, that this increase in German production can 
take place in the main only in those fields that find their raw materials 
within Germany herself. Even if we raised the income of our people 
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ever so much through the strongest economic recovery at home and 
put the last man on the job, the German grain area would grow no 
bigger thereby; that is, the German food supply can be improved but 
a little, because of the natural limitations of our soil. And that is the 
gravest problem we face. 

For since 1933 we have brought more than 5,000,000 people into 
production, that is, we have improved their former wage average as 
unemployed in most cases by a hundred and in some cases by two 
hundred per cent. 

This certainly holds true for the greater part of the persons em- 
ployed again. It is natural that these our countrymen, who have been 
undernourished for years and are now again earning at least some- 
thing should throw themselves first of all on the food market. That 
means, however, that there are suddenly 5,000,000 persons with 
greater income and greater purchasing power than the former unem- 
ployed to make additional demands on the German food market. 
[hat is one of the causes for the recurrent, seasonally conditioned 
shortage of butter, eggs, fat, and, in part, even of meat. The objec- 
tion of our foreign know-alls, that the government should buy food 
instead of raw materials, is just as childish as it is mendacious. 

For raw materials are a presupposition of any kind of export which 
enables us to make modest food purchases. If we were to give up raw 
material imports, the consequences would be an immediate increase 
in unemployment. As National Socialist State leaders we follow a 
natural but to some foreigners, perhaps, incomprehensible principle, 
namely, we are not so much moved by the question whether butter 
is more or less plentiful at the time or whether eggs get scarcer or not; 
our first concern is rather to keep the broad masses of our people at 
work earning wages, and thereby save them from sinking back into 
the ghastly distress of unemployment. We are less interested whether 
the upper classes get so and so much butter all the year around, but 
we are greatly concerned to assure cheaper fats for the broad masses 
and, most of all, to keep them from unemployment. 

The bourgeois governments surrounding us will naturally consider 
this wholly incomprehensible, but then Germany has no bourgeois, 
but a National Socialist government. It is, therefore, also the great 
task of our national economy to guide the consuming power of our 
people in those directions in which we can satisfy it from our own 
national production. Inasmuch as an increase in our agricultural pro 
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duction is possible only to a limited extent, the increase in production 
must take place in other fields. It is the task of our national leadership 
and our national education to guide and interest the nation in these 
fields and increase its requirements in these directions. 

But if foreign critics make German armaments responsible for the 
German butter shortage; if they reproach us that instead of buying 
butter we are carrying through Germany’s rearmament, then I can 
only give these notable economists the advice to consider what would 
happen if the millions of German workers now producing for Ger- 
many’s domestic requirements and thereby for our armaments 
should suddenly be put to the production of export goods. I fear 
very much that these clever economists would cry out in even greater 
despair in view of the then inevitable flooding of the world markets 
with cheap German export goods. 

Like every healthy national economy, German economy has first of 
all the desire to utilize as far as possible its own economic possibility 
for the maintenance of its people, in order to use the secondary con- 
sideration and participate with its own healthy economy in world 
economy. 

Inasmuch as the National Socialist State is under no circumstances 
willing to restrict the numbers of its population, but is rather deter- 
mined to increase the natural fertility of the nation, we are forced to 
consider and weigh the consequences of such a development for the 
future. A substantial increase in the production of our soil is im- 
possible, and a substantial increase in exports in the near future is 
improbable. 

It is therefore the task of the National Socialist State and its 
economic leadership to investigate thoroughly what essential raw 
materials, fuel, etc., can be produced within Germany. The foreign 
exchange we can thus save will serve in the future as an additional 
safeguard for our food supply and the purchase of those materials 
which cannot be found in our territory under any circumstances. 

I therefore announce this today as our new four-year program: 

In four years Germany must be wholly independent of foreign 
countries in respect to all those materials which can in any way be 
produced through German capability, through German chemistry, 
our machine and mining industries. The creation of this great German 
raw material industry will employ productively those masses freed 
by the completion of rearmament. We hope thus to increase national 
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production in many fields so as to reserve the proceeds of our exports 
first of all for food and for raw materials, which we still lack. 

] have just issued necessary orders for carrying out this tremendous 
German economic plan. Its execution will take place with National 
Socialist energy and force. 

Independent of this, Germany cannot, however, relinquish her 
demand for the solution of her colonial demands. The right of the 
German people to live is just as great as that of the people of any 
other nation. 

I know, my National Socialist countrymen, that this new program 
represents a mighty task, but scientifically it is already solved in 
many fields; the production methods are being already partly tried 
and fixed. It will, therefore, be but a question of our energy and 
determination to translate this program into reality, 

As National Socialists we never acknowledged the word “im- 
possible’”’ and we shall not accept it in the future as an enrichment 
of our vocabulary. In four years we will give to the nation an account- 
ing on this gigantic work and assure its nutrition and with that its 
life and independence. Perhaps, we shall hear anew from the mouths 
of Western democrats the complaint that we deprive business of 
freedom for its own arbitrary activity and put it into the straight- 
jacket of our State planning. But you, my countrymen, will under- 
stand that the question here is not one of democracy or freedom, 
but of our very existence. 

Not the freedom or the profit of some industrialists is the subject 
for debate here, but the life and freedom of the German nation. 
Whoever believes he cannot exist because of curtailment of freedom 
has no right to exist in our community. Posterity will not ask us 
whether in this critical and dangerous period we held high demo- 
cratic freedom, meaning unbridled action, but whether we succeeded 
in keeping a great people from economic and political collapse. We 
have millions of decent working people in city and land. They gave 
us their confidence and they expect from us that we make the right 
decision for the safeguard of their life. How ridiculous and unim- 
portant against this is the chatter of some unteachable democrats 
or Jewish journalists. 

If this mighty task of the economic maintenance of our nation is 
to succeed, the first condition is the purposeful and legalized employ- 
ment in it of our entire people. It means that without social peace 
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in the land this new gigantic program cannot find its solution. The 
National Socialist State leadership is so sovereign, so above al] 
‘employe”’ and “em. 


‘ 


economic ties, that in its eyes the designation 
ployer’’ are immaterial concepts. Before the greater interests of the 
nation there are neither employer nor employe, but only labor 
delegates of the entire people. 

Social peace alone has created presuppositions of the fulfilment of 
the great task of our national economic situation. Where would we 
be today if, as in some other countries, strikes and lockouts were to 
spread in their insanity? Where would Germany be today if every. 
body were to determine his wage profit according to his own ideas? 

[he more we visualize the greatness of the task facing us, the 
clearer we realize the necessity for the complete employment of all | 
working Germans for the fulfilment of these tasks. And the clearer | 
it becomes that this employment must not be impaired by any selfish | 
interests or some insane institutions in which one can only chatter 
at a time which cries out for action. 

I would not look at the German future with such confidence of | 
the solution of these tasks if I did not know that social peace in | 
Germany was guaranteed by the National Socialist party, and that 
the united determination of the German will-power and working- 
strength was founded on the will of our movement. 

Reaching beyond men and time is the instrument and the founda- 
tion of the leadership of the people and of the Reich. | can, therefore, 
particularly in these days of national catastrophes, only look with 
confidence upon the movement which has accomplished the miracle 
of the last four years and will lead Germany firmly on to the preserva- 
tion of her character and mission. 

Just as we in Germany can solve the problems before us only if 
internal peace is preserved, we are convinced that the European 
peoples and States can approach a happier future only through the 
preservation of European peace. It is our grim determination, how- 
ever, not to let Germany become the unarmed victim of any foreign 
military power. 

We have learned from the last eighteen years. We know the fate 
of a nation which without a force of its own must depend on foreign 
justice and help. We see around us signs of evil times to come. What 
we preached for years about the great world-danger at the end ol 





this second thousand years of our Christian era has become a grim 
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reality. Everywhere has begun the undermining work of Bolshevist 
wire-pullers. 

In a period in which bourgeois statesmen are discussing non- 
intervention, the Jewish revolutionary headquarters in Moscow are 
using the radio and every available financial and other agent to 
accomplish revolution on this continent. Do not tell us that by 
constant reference to these dangers we are creating a fear psychosis 
within Germany. We are National Socialists. We have never been 
afraid of Bolshevism. 

We are not, however, members of that absurd bourgeois guild 
who sing ‘“‘ Who's afraid of the big bad wolf?”’ on the edge of a catas- 
trophe; who close their eyes and are unable to distinguish between 
white and red until, when their eyes are finally opened by brutal 
facts, they jump under the bed, teeth chattering. 

We National Socialists have never been afraid of Communism. 
We only recognized the real character of this shameful Jewish doc- 
trine of world-incitement. We studied its abominable methods and 
warned against its results. Besides, however, have I as the leader 
of the Nazi movement, when it had only one hundred members to 
place against the million of followers of Communism, never doubted 
that we would be able to overthrow them and root them out of Ger- 
many. We warned against this party for fifteen years in Germany 
while the bourgeoisie laughed. We are not afraid today of a Bolshevist 
invasion of Germany, not, however, because we think it impossible, 
but because we are determined to make the nation so strong that it 
will be able, like National Socialism within our boundaries, to face 
this doctrine of world hate and to resist viciously every foreign attack. 

That is the reason for the military measures we have taken. These 
German measures will be larger or smaller in proportion to the 
dangers surrounding us. It is for us no pleasure to lock up these 
forces of our people in armaments and barracks. We are simply men 
enough to look these facts cooly in the face. 

I want to state in this proclamation before the whole German 
people that | am profoundly convinced that it is necessary to pre- 
serve Germany’s external peace in the same manner as I guaranteed 
its internal peace. | will not avoid any measure calculated to give the 
nation a sense of security, and above all to secure for ourselves the 
sense that the complete independence of the Reich is guaranteed. 

The Moscow Communist propagandists, Neumann, Béla Kun 
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and their associates, who today are destroying Spain in the interest 
of the Communist movement, will play no réle in Germany, and the 
summons of Moscow radio senders to transform Spain into a heap of 
ashes will not be repeated in Germany. That the National Socialist 
party and the National Socialist army of the third Reich guarantee, 
The German people, however, have no other wish than to live in 
peace with those who wish to live in peace and friendship with us. 

I, therefore, after discussions with the Reich War Minister, de. 
creed the immediate introduction of a two-year term of military 
service. I know that the young German without moving an eyelash, 
will obey this necessity. The present German régime has the right 
to ask this of Germans, for we all served in the greatest war of all 
times, not for two but for four years. We did it for Germany, for the 
German nation, for our German homeland. The National Socialist 
movement fought fifteen years and required great sacrifices from its 
followers for the salvation of Germany from the internal Bolshevist 
enemy. In this love for our people, and in this readiness to sacrifice 
ourselves for the freedom and independence of our nation, we feel 
ourselves bound to all nations with similar principles and ideals, 
Germany can be happy, however, to know that her internal and 
external peace are guaranteed and insured by her own strength. The 
more turbulent the world grows about us, the greater will be the 
loyalty of the German people to the National Socialist movement to 
which Germany owes her rebirth. Germany will recognize more and 
more in the National Socialist party the strong leadership which 
freed her from her own inner disunion, and transformed her into a 
strong, self-confident nation. She will recognize that National So- 
cialism has at the last hour unified the nation for the mastery of 
its political, cultural, and economic problems. And the more the 
heavens about our fatherland grow red with Bolshevist uprisings, 
with a greater love and sacrifice will National Socialist Germany 
stand true to her army, to which we owe the greatest and proudest 
tradition of our people. 

The army has at one time also educated us. We have all come from 
the army; we who organized and became the S.A. (Storm Troops), the 
S.S. (Special Guards), and the N.S.K.K. (Motor Corps). The army 
gave us the men with which we formed our first storm troops, the 
old guard of our movement. And to the army shall belong for two 
years the young sons of our people, in order that they may secure 
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the strength and the capacity to fight for the independence of our 
Fatherland, for the protection of the German nation. Because I am 
able to make this open declaration on this eighth Reich Party Day, I 
regard with profound joy this proudest accomplishment of the 
National Socialist Government and the National Socialist soldiery. 
Now generation after generation will make the most noble sacrifices 
that can be demanded of man. The German people have in the year 
1936, in the fourth year of the National Socialist régime, ended the 
period of their historic dishonor. Long live the National Socialist 
movement! Long live our National Socialist army! Long live our 
Germany! 
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TEXT OF EVANGELICAL CHURCH LETTER SUBMITTED 
TO CHANCELLOR HITLER IN JUNE, 1936 


The German Evangelical Church, represented by the spiritual mem- 
bers of its provisional administration and by the council supporting 
it, offers to the Fuehrer and Chancellor respectful greeting. 

The German Evangelical Church is closely associated with the 
Fuehrer and his ddvisers through the intercession that it makes 
publicly and in private for the people, the State, and the government. 
The provisional administration and the council of the German 
Evangelical Church consider, therefore, that they may undertake to 
give expression in the present document to the anxieties and fears 
cherished by many Christians in the communities, by the Councils of 
Brethren, and by the church leaders in regard to the future of the 
Evangelical faith and of the Evangelical Church in Germany, and on 
which they have meditated long and earnestly. 

The provisional administration of the German Evangelical Church 
publishes this document in obedience to the divine charge laid on 
it to hold forth His word and to bear witness to His commands 
fearlessly betore all the world—even before the sovereigns and rulers 
of the peoples. It is confident that God accords it the wisdom to 
fulfil its task so clearly and so unequivocably that its solicitude 
concerning the Christian conscience and its love for the German 
people will be both unmistakably discerned. 

In presenting these expositions, however, we know that we are 
impelled only by the one duty, as were our predecessors in office with 
their declaration of April 11, 1935, that unfortunately had no trace- 
able effect, to help the suffering, confused, and imperiled members of 
the Evangelical Church by mediating for them. It imports us al 
that the government of the Reich shall hear clearly and distinctly 
the voice speaking out of anxiety for the souls intrusted to the 
church. 

The Lord of the church says: For what is a man profited, if he 
shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul? or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul? These words show how great and 
serious is the service required by God of the church, and they remind 
us at the same time of the limits set to all earthly powers and their 
strivings. They point out finally the danger constantly menacing 
unnumbered people, including members of the church 
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1. Danger of De-Christianization 


The provisional administration appreciates what it signified in the 
year 1933 and in later years that those responsible for the National 
Socialist revolution could declare emphatically that “In gaining our 
victory over Bolshevism we overcame at the same time the enemy 
that combated Christianity and the Christian churches and threat- 
ened to destroy them.’’ What we now see, however, is that the 
Christian church is being combated actively and keenly by a section 
of the German people as it never was since 1918. 

No power in the world, by whatever name it may be called, is able 
to destroy or to protect the church of God against His will; this is 
God's concern. It is the part of the church, however, to take up the 
cause of the consciences of its members that are attacked. 

Many baptized Christians are menaced by the distress and con- 
fusion produced by the religious combats of the present day with 
temporal and eternal adversity. When even high authorities in the 
State and in the party publicly assail the Christian faith (see, among 
others, speech by Dr. Ley), church members who are already es- 
tranged from the church and its message are more and more enmeshed 
in their unbelief, the waverers and the doubters are made completely 
uncertain and are driven to defection. Grave danger, as a matter of 
fact, exists that the Evangelical youth will be prevented from coming 
to Him who is the only Saviour of German as well as of other boys 
and girls. 

Against such an imperilment of members of the churches all church 
leaders conscious of their responsibility must offer strenuous resist- 
ance, and to this opposition belongs the clear question to the Fuehrer 
and Chancellor whether the attempt to de-Christianize the German 
people is to become the official policy of the government through the 
further cooperation of responsible statesmen or perhaps by simply 
looking on, letting things take their course. 


2. ‘Positive Christianity” 

We sincerely hope that in order to prevent the aggravation of the 
religious combats in Germany the government of the Reich will listen 
to what the Evangelical Church has to say. When the National 
Socialist party declared in its program that it stood on the basis of a 
“positive Christianity’’ the whole church population could not but 
understand and was intended to understand that the Christian 
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faith, in conformity with the confessions and the preaching of the 
church, should be accorded freedom and protection in the Third 
Reich, and even help and encouragement. 

Later on, however, authoritative persons in the State and in the 
party have given quite an arbitrary interpretation to the words, 
‘positive Christianity.”” The Reich Minister for Propaganda and 
National Enlightenment, for example. declared positive Christianity 
to be merely humanitarian service, and joined to this interpretation 
occasionally an attack on the Christian churches and their allegedly 
inadequate achievements in the domain of Christian charity, although 
the State itself had considerably restricted them by its prohibitions 
since the year 1933. 

(N. B.: Speeches by Dr. Goebbels in connection with the winter 
relief work, and on other occasions: ‘‘If the churches were animated 
by a real Christian spirit they would never have left it to the State to 
assist the poor in this winter against hunger and cold. . . . ] 
believe that Christ Himself would discover more of His teaching in 
what we are doing than in this theological hair-splitting. 

The people would perhaps better understand if the church concerned 
itself with true Christianity. ’’) 

Then Herr Rosenberg, Reich organization leader, proclaimed his 
mystic doctrine of the blood to be positive Christianity, and, follow- 
ing his example, other notable party leaders defamed as being 
negative the Christianity as confessed by believers. 

(N. B.: Rosenberg: ‘We recognize today that the general ideas of 
the Roman and of the Protestant Churches are negative Christianity, 
and do not, therefore, accord with our soul, and we see that they 
stand in the way of the organized forces of the nations following 
nordic-racial principles, that they have to make room for these forces, 
and that they must allow themselves to be transformed within the 
meaning of Germanic Christianity.’’) 

(Letter from the 11th Brigade of the S.A. to the administration: 
“No positive Christian is to be dismissed from the S.A., but the 
negative Christians who, being bound up with medieval dogmas, are 
in discord with National Socialism, may be removed. . . . The 
negative Christian fights for the church, to the detriment of the 
people, he fights for the church’s dogmas, and in support of the lies 
of the priests, and thus for the devil. . . . To bean S.A. man and to 
belong to the confessional front of those who confess such a faith is 
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absolute contradiction. . . . If we as positive Christians do not 
think so badly of our fellow men, we, nevertheless, secure ourselves 
against the intrusion of spies and of the elements of disintegration.’’) 

Other members of the Reich Government have, under the cloak of 
positive Christianity, divested of their confessional character cate- 
gorical conceptions of the Christian faith, such as belief, love, eter- 
nity, prayer, resurrection, and have given them a new, purely worldly, 
psychological interpretation. This has been done even by Herr Kerr, 
Reich Minister for the Churches. 

(N. B.: General Goering: ‘‘We have informed the church that we 
stand on the basis of positive Christianity. We have shown the 
church by our religious zeal, by the firmness of our belief, what faith 
really is.”” Reich Minister Kerrl: ‘That (the profession to positive 
Christianity) has nothing to do with dogmas, it is an independent 
faith, and is the love that is practical deeds, which enjoins on us to 
say: ‘Lord, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.’ The 
essence of National Socialism is faith, its deeds are love, and National 
Socialist positive Christianity is love for the neighbor.”’) 

The harm done by such statements is all the greater as the church 
is never permitted the possibility to refute with similar publicity 
the misrepresentations of the Christian faith proclaimed from high 


quarters. 
3. Destruction of the Ecclesiastical System 


The methods by means of which the German people are to be de- 
Christianized will be understood in their full association when the 
statement by Herr Rosenberg, the Reich Organization Leader, is 
recalled, namely, that in the striving for a German faith “the oppos- 
ing party must not be spared, it must be overcome intellectually, from 
the organization standpoint it must perish, and politically it must be 
kept impotent.’’ (Mythus, page 636.) It is on this standpoint that 
action has been taken. 

Officially, it is true, intervention in any form in the internal struc- 
ture and in the religious life of the Evangelical Church is disclaimed. 

(N. B.: Speeches by Reich Ministers Goering and Kerrl: “If in the 
course of the past two years there have been disturbances within the 
Evangelical Church these can have been caused only by individuals, 
and never by the party as such and never by the State as such.”’ Dr. 
Goebbels, Reich Minister for Propaganda: ‘‘When we preach the 
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unity of the Protestant Church we do so because we consider it to be 
impossible that in a time when the whole Reich is united twenty 
eight national churches can continue to exist. In this we are bringing 
no dogmas to bear, and we do not meddle with the interpretation of 
the Gospel. God’s command in regard to the exposition of the Gospel 
should be placed higher than the command of human intermediaries 
In the interpretation of political expediency we hold ourselves to be 
the instrument of God.’’ Herr Hitler: ‘The party never intended 
and does not intend today to combat Christianity in Germany in 
any way whatever. On the contrary, it has endeavored to create a 
great Evangelical Reich Church by uniting impossible Protestant 
national churches, and without meddling in the slightest degree in 

; 


confessional questions.”’ |At the party rally on September 11, 1935,| 


As a matter of fact, one interference has followed the other unti 


today since the elections forced on the church in July, 1933. 

(N. B.: The most important of these interferences are: 1. The 
installation of the State Commissar in Prussia on June 24, 1933, and 
of State Commissars in Bremen, Hesse, Lippe, Mecklenburg, and 
Saxony. 2. Ordainment of universal church elections by the law of the 
Reich, promulgated on July 15, 1933. 3. Speech by the Fuehrer ir 
favor of German Christians, broadcast on July 22, 1933. 4. Pr 
hibition to publish anything concerning church affairs by decree 
(unpublished) of the Reich Minister of the Interior on November | 
and 7, 1934. 5. Establishment of the State Finance Department by 
the Prussian law of March, 1935. 6. Establishment of an authorit 


to secure the German Evangelical Church, and the church 


over resolutions by Reich law, in June, 1935. 7. The law of September 


+4 


committees set up thereupon by the State. 

Against individual clergy: 1. Arrest of the Bishop of Wurttemberg 
and Bavaria in 1934. 2. Conveyance of clergy into concentration 
camps, especially in Saxony and in Nassau-Hessen. 3. Expulsion ol 
clergy from their parishes, at times from their home province, espe- 
cially in Prussia. 4. Arrest of 700 pastors (Pfarrer) in Prussia, in con- 
nection with the reading from the pulpits, ordered by the Old Prussian 
Synod in March, 1935, of the proclamation against modern paganism. 
5. Permanent prohibition to hold confessional church services, 
clergymen and laymen forbidden to speak in public, in some cases 
over the whole of Germany. And others.) 


Che Evangelical public, who had been guaranteed freedom for the 
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church by the Fuehrer just before the compulsory elections (N. B.: 
Telegram to the Reich President on July 12, 1933), could be informed 
only very inadequately concerning the progress of the church strife. 

The so-called ‘‘Work of Reconciliation,”’ that had started with 
the creation of the Reich Church Ministry and the setting up of the 
church committees, remedied, it is true, some abuses occasioned by 
state officials and members of the party and tolerated by the State. 

The Evangelical Christian who looks more closely into the matter 
sees, however, that by means of this conciliatory work the church is 
kept in dependence on the State in regard to administration and 
finances, it is deprived of freedom of speech and of organization, and 
it is forced to tolerate the teaching of forced doctrine. For him it 
must be a severe shock to read in the preamble to the “ Reconcilia- 
tion” law of September 24, 1935, that there is no truth in the state- 
ment that disquietude prevails in the German Evangelical Church, 
and that interferences in church matters by the State are not really 
interferences, but services rendered by the State to the church. 

This course of procedure by the State lays a burden that they can 
hardly bear on the shoulders of the Evangelical Church members 
who stand by the revealed word of God, who hold to their fathers’ 
profession of faith, and who, because they do this, know what they, 


as Christians, owe to their people and its government. 


4. De-confessionalizing 


A movement has been started with the watchword ‘ De-confes 
sionalizing’’ or ‘‘to overcome the confessional disunion,’’ which is 
intended to render impossible the public work of the church. 

The Evangelical Church’s own youth organization was long since 
taken away from it by an agreement between the Reich Youth 
Leader and the Reich Bishop, who was in no sense entitled to enter 
into such an agreement. Even the full rights accorded by that ar- 
rangement are frequently not permitted to the Evangelical members 
of the National Socialist Youth Organization. 

The chief leaders of the organized youth and, following this ex- 
ample, all persons holding any post of authority in the organization 
continually hold up their church to the Evangelical youth as being 
contemptuous and suspicious, and endeavor to undermine the 
youths’ faith in their religion. (N. B., among others: Chief district 
order 8-35 of the chief district of the girls’ organization, dated 








December 5, 1935: ‘From this present date I forbid not only the 
girl and women leaders but also all girls to help in any form of con- 
fessional work”’ [helpers at children’s services, etc.]. On the signboard 
of the Hitler Youth at Halle on the Saale: ‘‘Where are the enemies 
of our Hitler Youth? They are the religious fanatics, who still today 
fall on their knees with wistful looks directed upward, who spend 
their time attending churches and praying. We, as Hitler boys, can 
regard only with contempt or derision young people who still today 
run to their ridiculous Evangelical or Catholic clubs to give them- 
selves up to eminently superfluous religious reveries.’’ Baldur von 
Schirach, the Reich Youth Leader, on November 5, 1935: “‘ Rosen- 
berg’s way is also the way of the German youth.’’) 

While the State holds today officially to positive Christianity, its 
new organizations, such as the year on the land or the labor service, 
not only themselves provide no opportunity for pastoral work among 
the persons engaged in fulfilling that service, but they deliberately 
prevent any communication between the pastors of the parishes to 
which the young people belong. The pastors are refused permission 
to visit the members of their congregation, and are also forbidden 
to send them any Evangelical literature. (N. B. among others: Letter 
from the representative of the government [Regierungs-Praesident] 
in Breslau, dated October 22, 1935: ‘‘In reply to your letter of 
October 15, to camp-leaderess Schadel concerning the sending of 
religious literature, I inform you that the Reich and Prussian Min- 
ister for Science, for Training, and for the Education of the People 
emphasized in his decree that the sending of religious publications 
to persons who are serving their year on the land is forbidden.”’) 

The circumstance that, for example, the Evangelical persons in a 
Labor Service camp were refused permission to attend a church 
service on Good Friday shows how far in some cases the de-Chris- 
tianization has advanced. The regulations concerning the religious 
care of children in the year on the land speak a very clear language. 
The de-confessionalization of the schools is deliberately furthered 
by the State 

In violation of the rights of the church the confessional schools 
are being abolished, and in this respect the strongest pressure is 
brought to bear on the conscience of the parents. The course of 
lessons for religious instruction that has been approved by the 
authorities is frequently ignored, and in many places today essential 
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portions of Biblical instruction are simply expunged from the religious 
course (Old Testament), or un-Christian material is put in its place 
(Old-German Paganism). (N. B. among others: Citation of a decree 
of the Ministry of State for Anhalt, against which the women of 
the German Evangelical Church have protested in vain.) Religious 
services in the schools, and school prayers are neglected ever more 
frequently, or they are transformed to mark the de-Christianization 
even of the outer forms of scholastic life. 

The education of the coming race of theologians in the universities 
is intrusted more and more to professors and lecturers who have 
proved themselves to be teachers of false doctrine; the destruction 
of the theological faculties in Prussia throws a strong light on this 
picture. The Ministry for Science and for the Education of the 
People has demanded the reinstatement of teachers of false doctrine 
as members of the examining boards of the universities. De-Chris- 
tianization is in reality the deconfessionalization of public life, which 
suppresses ever more and more Christian influence and Christian 
cooperation by means of the radio, the daily newspapers, and of 
public lectures. 

5. National Socialist View of Life 

The National Socialist organizations require of their evangelical 
members that these shall pledge themselves without any qualifica- 
tion or restriction to the National Socialist view of life. (N. B.: Ley, 
Labor Front leader: ‘‘The party claims the totality of the soul of 
the German people. It can and will not suffer that another party or 
point of view dominates in Germany. We believe that the German 
people can become eternal only through National Socialism, and 
therefore we require the last German, whether Protestant or Cath- 
olic.”) This view of life is frequently presented and described as 
a positive substitute for Christianity that has to be vanquished. 

When blood, race, nationality, and honor are thus raised to the 
rank of qualities that guarantee eternity the Evangelical Christian 
is bound, by the first commandment, to reject the assumption. 
When the “Aryan”? human being is glorified, God’s Word bears 
witness to the sinfulness of all men. When, within the compass of 
the National Socialist view of life, an anti-Semitism is forced on the 
Christian that binds him to hatred of the Jew, the Christian injunc- 
tion to love one’s neighbor still stands for him opposed to it. 
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The members of our Evangelical community have to submit to 
an especially severe conflict in their conscience when, in compliance 
with their duty as parents, they have to combat the penetration of 


these anti-Christian ideals in their children’s minds 


6. Morality and Justice 


We see with profound anxiety that a system of morality essen- 
tially foreign to Christianity is circulating among our people, and 
threatens to disintegrate it. We know arated well that in his 
speech on March 23, 1933, the Fuehrer acknowledged the moral 
importance of the Christian confessions for the life of the people, 
but the power of the new morality has up to the present been greater 
than that declaration. 

On all sides what is of advantage to the people is regarded as being 
good. (N. B.: From the paper read before the Juridical Congress at 
Leipzig, 1936, by Dr. Barth, leader of the department for legal 
policy in the National Socialist party: ‘‘Reich Minister Dr. Frank 
established the legal-political principle that ‘Right is what serves the 
people; wrong what is detrimental to them,’ and in this principle 
are points of discernment of the innermost connection between the 
vital necessities of the nation and its consciousness of justice.”’) 

With the knowledge of Herr Derichsweiler, leader of the Reich 
Department, it could be declared that i expression ‘‘ positive 
Christianity’’ in Article 24 of the party program was used only in 
the manner in which the full truth is withheld from a person who is 
ill. Such an attitude places considerations of expediency above the 
truthfulness required in God’s commandment. 

This contempt of the command to be sincere and truthful, emanat 
ing from the spirit of a morality based on what is advantageous to 
the people, will be especially evident to the Evangelical Christian 
from the manner in which the church strife is officially represented 
(see above), from the treatment accorded to the Evangelical press 

and to the question of Evangelical assemblies, from the perversion 
of the idea of voluntariness to its opposite in connection with assem- 
blies and with canvassing Nieaeacnananpac tig chee tai age 

The Evangelical Church welcomes with gratitude, in view of 
Giddalte cnanindiie Satliat Sermon on the Mount, the fact that the 
number of oaths in the law courts has dwindled under the dominion 
of the present State to a fragment. It must, however, deplore, as 4 
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fresh victory for the anti-Christian spirit, the fact that the oath is 
being applied to an alarming extent in swearing allegiance and as a 
pledge, and has thus depreciated in value to an alarming extent. 
Seeing that every oath in God’s eyes is a declaration or assurance 
given under the eyes of God, even when God’s name is not expressly 
used, the circumstance that many persons are made to swear one 
after the other at very short intervals must rob the oath of its 
dignity, and lead to the profanation and abuse of the name of God. 

Evangelical parents consider it to be absolutely intolerable that 
pledges of the nature of an oath are taken from their children at a 
very early age. (N. B.: The wording of the pledge given by the 
Hitler Youth: “‘I promise solemnly to be loyal to the Fuehrer Adolf 
Hitler and to serve unselfishly in the Hitler Youth. I promise sol- 
emnly to stand up at all times for the unity and comradeship of the 
German youth. I promise solemnly obedience to the Reich youth 
leader and to all leaders of the Hitler Youth. I promise solemnly 
by our sacred flag that I will always endeavor to be worthy of it. 
So help me, God.’’) 

In the discharge of our Christian duties we hear ever more fre 
quently of persons declaring that they did not feel bound by an oath 
which it would have threatened their very existence to refuse. The 
Evangelical Church would be able to combat more easily such a 
manner of thinking among its members that runs counter to the 
Christian requirement, if it were permitted to the Christian to give 
the natural explanation that no oath can cover proceedings that are 
contrary to God’s commandments. 

It has actually happened that earnest Christians, who, under 
God’s will, were fully ready to work in obedience to their superiors, 
have been dismissed from their posts because they claimed the right 
to that explanation. It is thus very difficult for many officials to 
maintain an absolutely sincere attitude. 

The value attached to the voting paper in the last Reichstag elec- 
tions caused many Evangelical Christians pangs of conscience. That 
value is founded on the fact that the advantage of the people is 
placed above veracity. Evangelical Christians, who acknowledge 
sincerity in their decisions were ridiculed, or even maltreated. 

Evangelical Christians are convinced, on the foundation of the 
Holy Scriptures, that God is the protector of the right and of those 
without rights, and so we regard it as turning away from Him when 
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arbitrary dealing creeps into affairs of law, and things occur that co 
‘‘are not right before the Lord.” To these things belong not only the th 
many circumstances in the Church combat, but also what is ulti- pe 
mately denial of justice by the institution and the demeanor of the | of 
Ecclesiastical Decree center. (The law of the Reich, dated June 24, on 
1935, concerning the procedure of the center in German Evangelical the 
Church matters deprives church disputes of the right to judicial 
decision, and substitutes for this the decision of a political fune. the 
tionary, who, according to an authoritative member of the decree hu 
center, sets himself the task to promote political construction. This | 
decree center has been in existence for a year and has not yet decided Ch 
one of the seventy cases that have been laid before it. The persons for 
concerned in these cases are thus practically deprived of legal rights.) Fu 
The Evangelical conscience, that shares the responsibility for the gel 
people and the government, is most heavily burdened by the fact tod 
that there are still concentration camps in Germany, that describes | anc 
itself as a country in which justice is administered, and that the | of 
measures and actions of the secret State police are exempt from any the 
judicial control. Evangelical Christians faithful to their confession | ( 
whose honor may be assailed are often not accorded the protection dre 
of their honor that is afforded to the other citizens. pro 
Evangelical Christianity sees in these matters also the danger of | Ger 
an anti-Christian spirit gaining the ascendancy over our moral and its 
juridical reasoning. | wit: 
We have endeavored to justify publicly the great anxiety felt in | for 
widespread Evangelical circles over the circumstances that authorita- in i 
tive forces in this country are prosecuting the suppression of the edg: 
Evangelical Church, the disintegration of its faith, and the setting wit! 
aside of the Evangelical morality, in short, de-Christianization on V 
the widest scale. We cannot permit ourselves to be reassured in regard way 
to this view of the state of affairs that we have arrived at on the basis chil 
of careful observations by the presentation of opposing statements stat 
and facts. the 
We beg the government of the Reich to consider whether it can M 
be permanently beneficial to our people that the path hitherto taken to s 
shall be followed farther. The coercion of the consciences, the per- han 
secution of Evangelical conviction, the mutual spying and eaves | T 
dropping already exert a baleful influence. { the 
Even a great cause, if it places itself in opposition to the revealed Forc 
will of God, must finally bring the people to ruin. God’s church will = 
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continue to exist, even if millions of Evangelical Christians sink under 
the endeavor to de-Christianize the German people. The German 
people have, however, not been given the promise that the poison 
of an anti-Christian spirit shall not harm them, even if they realize 
only perhaps after a long time that they have been defrauded of 
their best inheritance by those who took Christ from them. 

Our people threaten to break down the barriers set up by God; 
they wish to make of themselves the measure of all things. That is 
human arrogance, that rises up against God. 

In this connection we must make known to the Fuehrer and 
Chancellor our uneasiness over the fact that he is often revered in 
form that is due to God alone. It is only a few years ago that the 
Fuehrer himself disapproved of his picture being placed on Evan- 
gelical altars. His judgment is taken to be the standard unrestrainedly 
today not only in political decisions, but also in regard to morality 
and justice in our people, and he himself is vested with the dignity 
of the national priest, and even of the mediator between God and 
the people. 

(N. B.: Dr. Goebbels on April 19, 1936: ‘‘When the Fuehrer ad- 
dressed his last appeal to the people on March 28, it was as if a 
profound agitation went through the whole nation; one felt that 
Germany was transformed into one single House of God, in which 
its intercessor stood before the throne of the Almighty to bear 
witness. . . . It seemed to us that this cry to heaven of a people 
for freedom and peace could not die away unheard. That was religion 
in its profoundest and most mystical sense. A nation then acknowl- 
edged God through its spokesman, and laid its destiny and its life 
with full confidence in His hand.” See also Goering’s speeches.) 

We beg, however, that our people may be free to pursue their 
way in future under the sign of the cross of Christ, that our grand- 
children may not one day curse the fathers for having built up a 
state on the earth for them and left it behind, but shut them out of 
the kingdom of God. 

What we have said to the Fuehrer in this memorandum we had 
to say under the responsibility of our office. The church is in the 
hands of the Lord. 

The ecclesiastical members of the provisional administration of 
the German Evangelical Church. (Signed) Mueller, Albertz, Bohm, 
Forck, Fricke. 

The Council of the German Evangelical Church. (Signed) Asmus- 
sen, Lucking, Middendorff, Niemoller, Von Thadden. 
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TEXT OF GERMAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH MANIFESTO 
OF AUGUST 23, 1936 


To Evangelical Christians and the Authorities in Germany. 

Brethren and Sisters: 

The German people is facing a decision of the greatest historical 
importance. 

The question is whether the Christian faith is to retain its right 
to exist in Germany or not. Today the gospel of Jesus Christ is being 
attacked here systematically with unequaled violence. This is being 
done not only by those who reject any belief in God, but also by 
those who do not wish to deny God, but think they can reject the 
revelations of Jesus Christ. Powers of the State and of the party are 
being used against the gospel of Jesus Christ and against those who 
profess it 

It is hard for us to say this. 

The Evangelical Church knows that it is bound to our people and 
its authorities by the word of God and has its duties toward them. 
On every Sunday divine aid is asked for the Fuehrer and the Father- 
land in the Evangelical Church services. Three years ago millions 
of Evangelical Germans welcomed the new beginning in the life of 
our people with warm hearts. They did so with all the more joy be- 
cause the government of the nation had said in its first proclamation 
of February 1, 1933, that it would “firmly protect Christianity as 
the basis of our whole moral system.”’ 

It is absolutely fantastic for Evangelical Christians to think that 
official organs in the German Fatherland turn against the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. But it is happening, nevertheless. 

We have kept silence about this for a long time. We have allowed 
ourselves to be told that it was only the action of a few individuals 
who would be called to order. We have waited; we have made repre- 
sentations. And the Fuehrer has been told what was weighing down 
the hearts and consciences of Evangelical Christians. 

Already on October 4, 1935, the then acting management of the 
German Evangelical Church, the National Council of Brothers, and 
the church governing bodies and councils of brothers affiliated with 
the acting management directed a communication to him in the name 
of the whole Confessional Church of Germany. It sounds like a cry 
of the deepest distress when this communication begins as follows: 


of 


me 
the 
for 
thi 
ind 
to 

tho 
of 1 
of 1 
fore 


pro 
and 
pub 
is it 
dan 
Wh 
us ti 


lead 
Dire 
Fro. 
lishe 
T 
befo 
the 
and 


‘al 


ht 
ng 
ng 


he 
re 


ho 


nd 


er- 
ns 


569 


It has gone so far among the German people that the honor 
of German citizens is being trampled in the dust because they 
are Christians. The Christian population of Germany notes 
with great perturbation that it is being ridiculed and scorned 
in every way (in the press, theatres, lectures, and mass meet- 
ings) for its faith in the will of Jesus Christ, and its German 
sentiments and trustworthiness are being doubted. 

Especial objects of such suspicions are those who are deter- 
mined to cling loyally to the gospel. All attempts to improve 
this situation have remained vain, while at the same time 
we are being deprived in an ever-increasing degree of practically 
all possibility of public defense. 


During this year the present acting management and the Council 
of the German Evangelical Church have sent to the Fuehrer a 
memorandum making apparent the whole misery and trouble of 
the Evangelical population. This memorandum is backed up point 
for point with detailed evidence. With the greatest conscientiousness, 
this memorandum and its contents were kept secret from the public, 
indeed even from the members of the Confessional Church, in order 
to give an opportunity to the Fuehrer of the Reich to give it a 
thorough examination and at the same time to avoid public misuse 
of this memorandum. Against our will and without the responsibility 
of the Confessional Church, this memorandum was published in the 
foreign press and thus became known also in Germany. 

Now we are forced publicly to stand by our word. Now we must 
prove to the church what motivates us in connection with our people 
and our church. It is the duty of the Christian Church freely and 
publicly to oppose attacks upon the gospel, without fear of man. It 
is its duty especially to open the eyes of the rising generation to the 
danger menacing us all. It is in this sense of duty that we speak. 
What the result will be we leave in the hands of Him who has called 
us to His service. He has commanded it; He will take care of it. 

The truth of the gospel is being attacked most openly, even by 
leading men of the State. We draw attention to the speech of National 
Director Dr. Ley [Dr. Robert Ley, head of the German Labor 
Front] on May 1, 1936, which was broadcast over the air and pub- 
lished in the whole German press. 

The Evangelical Church is not permitted to repel such attacks 
before the general public. In the training camps the conception of 
the world contained in the Rosenberg Mythus, which exalts man 
and demeans God, frequently is taught. 
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With complete candor it already is being announced on occasion 
that this point of view is irreconcilable with the Christian faith and 
that it is destined to replace that faith. Even those Christians who 
have the honest desire to serve their people must be fought. Thus it 
was said in a students’ training camp: When the party program men- 
tions “positive Christianity” it really does not mean Christianity 
but just a positive religious feeling in general. It was not wished to 
say this openly right at once, because the doctor cannot tell the whole 
truth to a sick man. 

These expressions have been expressly verified by National Office 
Director Albrecht Derichsweiler. They have become known to 
hundreds of thousands. Never have they been officially denied. The 
totalitarian pretension of this point of view places innumerable 
Evangelical believers in a difficult position with their conscience 
and in constant temptation to be hypocrites and liars. 

Under the slogan “ De-confessionalization of public life,’’ the 
church is being forced more and more to limit all its activities to 
within the church walls. In the country of Martin Luther the Evan- 
gelical Christians are being prevented from bearing witness to the 
gospel in public gatherings. 

Preaching and spiritual consolation, as they exist in the Regular 
Army, are not permitted in the camps of the Labor Service. The 
Evangelical school is being opposed. Ministration to the souls of the 
rising generation is being made almost impossible. At the same time, 
however, the young people are being accustomed to the disparage- 
ment and even the mockery of the Christian faith. 

In the writings of the Hitler Youth, in newspapers and magazines, 
like the ‘““Schwarzen Korps,” etc., there are repeatedly found fresh 
insults to the Christian faith which are not fit to be reproduced. 
He who rebels against this war upon the Christian faith must expect 
to be branded as an enemy of the State. The Evangelical Christian 
frequently finds no ear among the State officials when his conscience 
forces him to oppose things contrary to God’s plain commandment, 
as, for example, the mass swearing in of children on April 20, 1936. 

Such oppression of conscience, made worse by constant espionage, 
produces hypocrisy and a slavish spirit and, finally, the genuine 
moral ties are dissolved. 
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Must Obey God's Commands 


We say all this in deep sorrow. We are ready to sacrifice our 
property and our lifeblood in the interest of the State and of our 
German people, but we do not want to be told before the throne 
of God's judgment: ‘‘When the gospel of Jesus was being attacked 
in the German lands, you remained silent and turned your children 
over to a strange spirit without resistance.’’ In the face of what is 
happening today in our midst, we bear witness to the eternal truths 
of God before the German people. 

The Lord our God is a holy God and does not allow himself to be 
mocked. He has revealed Himself in His Son Jesus Christ, who was 
crucified and arose from the dead. There is no God other than this 
one, who is the father of Jesus Christ. His Word contains eternal 
verities and saving grace for all. It demands and creates faith and 
therewith an obedience that entrusts one’s entire life to the mercy 
of God. 

God's salvation, also for the German people, is found in this Christ 
and in no other than him. He says: “ For what shall it profit a man 
if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” No exterior 
advance, no economic, political, and social improvement, can com- 
pensate for failure to care for the soul of a people. Righteousness 
exalts a people, but sin is the people’s ruination. This is the eternal 
truth of God. 

Christians are in duty bound to obey the authorities in so far as 
they do not demand anything against the commands of God. It 
is the mission of the church of Jesus Christ to proclaim the word 
of the living God to all the people, not merely to those who attend 
the divine services of the congregations. Christ says: ‘‘ That which 
ye have spoken in the ear in closets, proclaim from the housetops. 
Go forth and preach the gospel to all creatures.’’ The church is 
bound by these words. 

We appeal to all the authorities over the German people. The 
National Government unequivocally promised to give firm protection 
to Christianity as the basis of our entire moral system. And just as 
definite were the words pronounced in the German Reichstag on 
March 21, 1933: ‘The right of the church continues to exist; noth- 
ing will be changed in its relation to the State.” 











1 


572 

Protection for Christianity cannot mean that the gospel must be 
protected by human power. The gospel enjoys a higher protection! 
3ut it must mean that disparagements of the gospel be kept aloof 
from the public life of the German people and that the faith to which 
the church bears witness be not systematically destroyed in our 
young folk. This we demand, in the name of the living God, from all 
those holding office in Germany. 

We must have the right publicly and freely to bear witness before 
the German people to the faith of its fathers. The continual spving 
upon the work of the church must cease. The ban upon church 
meetings in public rooms must be lifted; the fetters placed upon the 
church press and the works of Christian charity must be removed, 
Above all must a halt be called upon State officials continually 
interfering in our internal affairs in the interest of those who, by 
their life and acts, are bringing about the destruction of the Evangeli- 
cal Church. 

A stop must be put to making it impossible for many evangelical 
Christians to attend divine service through parades, triumphal 
processions, demonstrations, and other affairs just on Sunday fore- 
noon. It must be demanded that the German youth be not so in 
demand for political and sport service as to prejudice Christian 
family life and to leave no time for showing loyalty to the church. 

This whole matter involves the right of the church of Jesus Christ 
to exist in this world. We ask all the authorities over the German 
people to bear in mind that they must give an accounting to the 
living God for all that they are doing. We entreat them to do nothing 
and to leave nothing undone that is against the will of God and against 
the freedom of conscience contained in the word of God. 

We appeal to the entire Evangelical Christianity in Germany. 
We urge its members, true to the exhortations of the gospel: Do 
10t allow yourselves to become embittered against the State and 
the people if you have to suffer for conscience’s sake! Always and 
under all circumstances the Evangelical Christian owes loyalty to 
his State and to his people. And it also is loyalty when the Christian 
resists an order that conflicts with the word of God and thus recalls 
his authorities to obedience to God. 

We entreat all evangelical Christians to pay attention to the rising 
generation and to maintain in it reverence for the gospel that gave 
strength and support to the German people through a thousand 
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years of history. We call upon all evangelical Christians to confess 
firmly and openly their faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ. In this 
decisive hour Jesus Christ wants upright believers and resolute 
disciples. Now the following words hold good: ‘‘ He who acknowledges 
me before men, him will I also acknowledge before my Heavenly 
Father.” 

We appeal to the servants of the church to bear witness to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ firmly and openly, without compromise and 
without fear of men. Many, for example, have lain in jail and in 
concentration camps and have had to endure banishment and other 
things. We do not know what still lies before us. But, come what 
may, we are bound to obey our Heavenly Father! 

Let us do what we must and let us live in the joyous faith that 
men who fear only God and nothing else in the world are the best 
servants of their people. 

We raise our hands to God the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost! Be merciful to our people! Let Thy truth remain with us! 
Help it to victory! Amen. 

The Council of Brothers of the Denominational Synod of the 
German Evangelical Church. 

(Signed) D. Koca 


The Acting Management of the German Evangelical Church. 


(Signed) MUELLER- DAHLEM 





























































ADDRESS OF POPE PIUS XI TO SPANISH REFUGEES, 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1936 





We are present here, beloved sons and exiles of Spain, of a Spain so 
dear to us and now so desolate that it fills our heart with an utterly 
inexpressible tumult of afflicting and conflicting feelings and emo- 
tions. Now we would weep for the bitterness which afflicts our hearts, 
Again we would rejoice for the sweet and proud joy which consoles 
us and makes us jubilant. You are here, beloved sons, to tell us of 
the great tribulation from which you come; of that tribulation you 
bear on your persons and possessions the signs and visible marks. 

These are signs and marks of the great battle of suffering which 
you have borne and which make you a spectacle before our eyes and 
before the eyes of all the world, you have been robbed and despoiled 
of all things. 

You have been hunted and set upon to death in cities and in vil- 
lages, in the dwellings of men and in the solitudes of the mountain 
tops. It is just as the Apostle saw the first martyrs, and his admiration 
and exultation at seeing them called forth those proud and mag- 
nificent words which he cast in the face of the world and which 
declared the world unworthy of them of whom the world was not 


worthy. 
Have Suffered Reproaches 


You have come to tell us of your joy in having been found worthy 
like the first Apostle to suffer for the name of Jesus, and your happi- 
ness, like that once praised by the first Pope. You have been covered 
with reproaches in the name of Jesus and because you were Chris- 
tians. What could He say, what can we say to praise you, venerated 
bishops and priests, persecuted and wronged in your character as 
ministers of Christ and dispensers of the mysteries of God? 

These praises are of men of Christian virtue, of heroism and 
martyrdom, of martyrdom in the full, sacred, and glorious meaning 
of the word, of the sacrifice of lives of the most innocent, of those 
venerable with age, of youth in its first flower, of many so bold and 
generous as to ask for a place among the victims who were being 
carried to where the executioners were awaiting them. 

It is in this superhuman light that we see you and in which we 
proclaim to you the sacred and reverent admiration of all and even 
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of those who do not possess our faith but who have some sense of 
human dignity and greatness, for in that faith, beloved sons, is to be 
found the secret and divine power which for twenty centuries has 
been enkindling and feeding that flame. 

Beloved sons, you have stirred the admiration of all, but especially 
of us, for to us has been communicated by the Supreme Father of all 
an all-embracing fatherhood, and in virtue of that fatherhood, we 
may and we must apply to ourself that beautiful and divine expres- 
sion, “‘A wise son maketh a father joyful.” 


Glory of Martyrdom 


We embrace with our gaze and with our heart, you and all your 
fellow sufferers in tribulation and in martyrdom, and again we must 
say to you as the apostle of your earliest predecessors in the glory 
of martyrdom, my joy and my crown: and not merely mine, but 
that of God himself, for, according to the glad and glorious vision of 
the great prophet, with his grace there has been made by his hand 
of each one of you a crown of glory and a royal diadem. And thou 
shalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord and a royal diadem 
in the hand of thy God. 

What a splendid reparation is this of yours, beloved sons, which 
you have offered and continued to offer to that Divine Majesty which 
in so many parts of the world and even in Spain by so many is un- 
recognized, denied, blasphemed, and in a thousand ways brutally 
offended. How timely, how providential, and how pleasing to God is 
your reparation of fealty, of honor, and of glory, in these our own 
days in which it has been given to hear the new and horrifying cries 
of godless and enemies of God. But all these shining rays of heroism 
and glory which you, beloved sons, offer and recall to us, make us 
see all the more inevitably and clearly as in a great apocalyptic vision 
the wreck and ruin, the profanation and havoc of which you have 
not been merely the witnesses, but the victims. 


All Good Violated 


All that is most humanly human, all that is most divinely divine 
consecrated persons and sacred things and holy institutions, in- 
estimable and irreplaceable treasures of faith and Christian piety 
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as well as of culture and of art, the most precious antiquities, the 
holiest of relics, dignity, sanctity, the fruitful activity of lives wholly 
dedicated to religion, to science, and to charity, the highest mem- 
bers of the sacred hierarchy, bishops and priests, consecrated virgins, 
the laity of every class and condition, venerable gray hairs and the 
first flower of youth, the very silence so sacred and so solemn of the 
tomb—all has been assaulted, violated, destroyed, and in the most 
ruthless and barbarous ways, in an unbridled and unparalleled 
confusion of forces so savage and so cruel as to have been thought 
utterly impossible for human dignity, let alone for human nature, 
even the most miserable and debased. And louder than all this con- 
fusion and this clash of unrestrained violence passing through these 
burnings and massacres, a voice is heard proclaiming to the world 
a truly horrifying story. 

Brothers have murdered brothers. Civil war—war between the 
sons of acommon country, of a common people, of a common father- 
land. God knows that war, even in the least tragic of circumstances, 
is always something so fearful and so inhuman—man seeking to 
kill, and to kill as many as possible, to destroy persons and property 
and with means increasingly fatally effective—but what is to be 
said when war is fraticidal? It has been well said that the blood of a 
single man shed by the hand of his brother is more than enough 


for all time and for the whole earth. 


Suffering of Brotherhood 


What is to be said when we are face to face with the stories of 
brothers killing brothers, which are daily being told? Above the bond 
of humanity and fatherland there is a brotherhood which is infinitely 
more sacred and more precious, the brotherhood which makes us one 
in Christ, our Redeemer, our sonship in the Catholic Church which 
is the mystical body of Christ itself, the treasury and fullness of 
all that our redemption has brought us. 

And it is precisely this sublime brotherhood which made Spain 
Christian, but which in the present calamity has had particularly to 
suffer and which continues to suffer. It can only be said that a satanic 
preparation has relighted, and that more fiercely, in neighboring 
Spain, that flame of hatred and savage persecution which has been 
confessedly reserved for the Catholic Church and the Catholic re- 
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ligion, as being the one real obstacle in the way of those forces which 
have given a sample and a measure of themselves in subversive 
attacks on every kind of order from Russia to China, from Mexico 
to South America. 

Such trials and preparations have been preceded and unfailingly 
accompanied by a universal persistent and most astute propaganda, 
intent on subjecting the whole world to those absurd and disastrous 
ideologies with which they have seduced and stirred up the masses, 
aiming at nothing less than arming them and throwing them madly 


against every form of institution, human and divine. 


Pursuit of Supremacy 


And how can this awful consummation fail to be inevitable, and 
that in the most aggravated conditions and proportion, if out of 
false calculation and self-interest and because of ruinous rivalry and 
the egoistic pursuit of particular supremacy, those who have a duty 
in the matter do not hasten to repair the breach, if indeed it is not 
already too late? 

We who share in that universal divine Fatherhood which embraces 
all souls created by one God, and for God, and by the blood of the 
same God redeemed—we who share this Fatherhood which adds to 
human solidarity such new and sublime bonds and duties, we cannot 
but give expression once more, in this gathering which your presence 
here, beloved sons, has rendered so solemn and so moving by reason 
of the sacredness of your suffering to all the anguish of a father’s 
heart. 

We must bewail not merely such evils and disasters in general, but 
more in particular such fracticidal carnage, so many offenses to 
Christian life and dignitv, such a ruining of the most sacred and 
precious heritage in a great and virile people and of a people so 
singularly dear to us. 

But, beloved sons, the doings which your presence brings so 
vividly to mind are something more than a mere succession, how- 
ever impressive, of devastations and disasters. They are likewise 
a school in which the most serious lessons are being taught to Europe 
and the whole world—to a world now at last wholly steeped in and 
snared and threatened by subversive propaganda and more especially 
toa Europe battered and shaken to its very foundations. 








World Menace Proclaimed 


These tragic happenings in Spain speak to Europe and the whole 
world and proclaim once more to what extent the very foundations 
of all order, of all culture, of all civilization, are being menaced. 
This menace, it must be added, is all the more serious, more per- 
sistent, more active, by reason of a profound ignorance and a dis- 
claiming of the truth by reason of the truly satanic hatred against 
God and against humanity redeemed by Him in all that concerns 
religion and the Catholic Church. 

This point has so often been admitted, and as we just observed, 
openly confessed, that it is superfluous for us to insist on the matter 
further, and now less than ever when the events of Spain have spoken 
with such appalling eloquence. It is not superfluous, on the other 
hand, but rather it is opportune and even necessary, and for us a 
duty, to warn all against the insidiousness with which the heralds 
of the forces of subversion are seeking to find some common ground 
for a possible approach and collaboration on the part of Catholics, 
and this on the basis of a distinction between ideology and applica- 
tion, between ideas and action, between the economic and moral 
order. 

This insidiousness is dangerous in the extreme and its purpose is 
purely and simply to deceive and disarm Europe and the world in 
favor of an unchanging program of hate. subversion, and destruction 


by which they are being threatened. 


Christianity Their Obstacle 


Another truth is this, that with this renewed revelation and open 
confession of that privileged hate for religion and the Catholic Church 
so lamentably obvious in Spain, a further lesson is being offered to 
Europe and the world, a lesson precious and highly salutary for 
all who do not care to close their eyes and grope in the dark. Now 
at last it is certain and manifestly obvious from the very confession 
of these forces of subversion which are threatening everything and 
everybody, that the one real obstacle in their way is Christian teach- 
ing and the consistent practice of Christian living, as these are taught 
and enjoyed by the Catholic religion and the Catholic church. 

This is to say it is certain and evident that wherever war is being 
made on religion and the Catholic Church and her beneficent in- 
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fluence on the individual, on the family, on the mass of the people, 
that war is in alliance with the forces of subversion, by these same 
forces and for the same disastrous purpose. This is to say that where- 
ever and with whatever means, insidious or violent, according to 
circumstances, and with whatever fictitious and insincere distinction 
between the Catholic religion and the religious—politics, difficulties, 
obstacles, and barriers are placed in the way of the full development 
of the action and influence of the Catholic religion and the Catholic 
Church, with its divine mandate and authority—precisely to that 
extent there is aided and abetted the influence and the pernicious 
action of the forces of subversion. 

This is not the first time that we have set forth these very grave 
considerations and have recommended them to all, particularly to 
those in positions of responsibility. We have wished to profit by your 
presence here to renew these recommendations, and that in a mo- 
ment so critical in the history of Europe and of the world, and in 
which we ourselves are now so near our day of final reckoning. 


Disaster Menaces All 


In this matter there is no testimony more authoritative, beloved 
sons, than yours, because you in your persons and in what you hold 
most dear, your Fatherland, have experienced the evils and disasters 
which are threatening us all. It has been recently asserted that the 
Catholic Church and the Catholic religion has shown itself unpre- 
pared and ineffective in the face of such evils and disasters and the 
example of Spain, and not merely Spain, has been urged in proof of 
this. Very much to the point in this matter is a reflection of Alex- 
ander Montzolli. There is no need to have recourse to example to 
justify the church. It is enough to look at her teachings. 

The observation is no less solid, no less obvious than solid, and pro- 
found. Give us in fact a society in which there is a genuinely free 
and untrammeled opportunity for the teachings which the church 
and the Catholic religion unfailingly teaches and inculcates, with the 
force of law of essential directions as being willed of God, and con- 
trolled and sanctioned by God, as a guide for individual conduct and 
dignity, for private, public, social, and professional justice, and for 
the sanctity of the family—teachings of the origin and exercise of 
authority in other spheres, on human brotherhood lifted to a divine 
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level in Christ and his mystical body, the church, and on the dignity 
of labor regarded as a divine undertaking of expiation and redemp- 
tion, looking to inevitable and insured rewards—teachings on the 
obligations of mutual charity of which the sole rule and criterion 
is the good and the need of our neighbor, as these are felt and meas- 
ured by a love which can have no bounds because it is like the love 
to which God Himself has a right—give us a society in which there 
is a full and undisputed influence and authority of those teachings 
and of those other principles. theoretical and practical, organically 
related to those teachings as premises for legitimate conclusions or 
imperative applications—and we ask how and by what means can 
the church and the Catholic religion make a greater or better con- 
tribution to the real well-being, whether of the individual or of the 


family or of society. 
Danger of Negli sence 
2 Sug 


That church and religion do, in fact. something more and some. 
thing better, for they offer and provide to every one of good will 
the means which make it possible to derive from those teachings and 
those principles the whole of that practical good of which they con- 
tain the secret and the generative power as the instrument and 
vehicles of grace, prayer, the sacred and Christian life. 

There will always be, of course, the fearful possibilities of negli- 
gence, of inertia, of resistance, of opposition, all of which have their 
source in human liberty, and thus how many sad affairs may be ex- 
plained and traced to their source without involving the least shadow 
of complicity on the part of the church and the Catholic religion, 
but rather revealing a full and persistent contradiction with and 
opposition to all the things which they teach and try to make effec- 
tive in every way possible to them—that is by teaching, by trans- 
lating teachings into lives lived in a Christian manner. 

There are other explanations and sources for that which they would 
attribute to the insufficiency and ineffectiveness of the Catholic 
Church and the Catholic religion, and to these we cannot but make 
at least a passing allusion. What can the Catholic Church do but 
deplore and protest and beseech whenever and wherever contradic- 
tions and hindrances are taken at every step to the youth, to the 
family, to the people? That is to say, precisely in those spheres that 
have the most need of the presence and action of this mother and 
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mistress. What else can the Catholic Church do in times and places 
which seek to impose conditions upon that Catholic press, which 
is designed for the diffusion, exposition, and defense of those gen- 
uinely Christian teachings which the Catholic Church authorizes, 
and integral Christianity alone possesses and proclaims? 


Press Is Hampered 

That Catholic press is persistently suspected and increasingly 
hampered while every freedom and favor, or at least complete tolera- 
tion, is shown to that press whose mission and purpose, it would 
seem, is to spread confusion of ideas and to mislead by falsifying 
facts, to bring the church into suspicion and to discredit ecumenical 
persons and things, Catholic teachings and institutions—a press that 
does not hesitate to proclaim a new Christianity and a new religion 
of a new coining. And, again, how hampered and paralyzed is the 
beneficent influence and action of the Catholic Church and religion 
by all those obstacles which make all but impossible the practice of 
Christian living and the fulfilment of duties which the church im- 
poses to nourish the inner and spiritual! life. 

By that unceasing and dizzying swell of contemporary life which 
carries away into the turmoil of exterior and material things, the 
youth of today, and not the youth alone, and still more, and what is 
worse, that general wave of immorality which more and more is 
breaking down every restraint of law and which seems already to 
have quenched in so many souls every sense of modesty and dig- 
nity, of conscience and responsibility. by reason of the great scandals 
which are given and suffered. But sin maketh nations miserable, 
and certainly a heavy and formidable responsibility lies on all those 
who by reason of and in proportion to the public character of that 
office, fail to oppose to these great evils every remedy and barrier 
that is possible. We know only too well that there are many other 
grave obstacles in the various fields of public, private, collective, 
and individual life which are opposed to the full efficacy of the 
influence and action of the Catholic religion and church. 


Apostolic Benediction 
We must, however, content ourselves with the indication we have 
just set forth in order not to delay any further that fatherly and 
apostolic benediction which you have come to ask of the common 
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Father of your souls, of the Vicar of Christ, a benediction, beloved 
sons, which you are longing to receive and which your Father is 
longing to impart, a benediction which you have more than merited, 

And like you, we too, have willed and so disposed that our voice in 
benediction should reach far and wide to all your brothers in suffer- 
ing and exile, who have wanted but in vain to be here with you 
today. We know how widely they are scattered, but no doubt even in 
this there is a disposition of Divine Providence aiming at much good, 

Providence has willed you to be in many places, scattered far and 
wide, so that you who bear the marks of the tragic events which 
have afflicted you and your dear Spain and ours, might bear personal 
and living testimony of this heroic attachment to the faith of your 
fathers—to a faith which by hundreds and thousands has added 
confessors and martyrs, and in that glorious religion you are num- 
bered, to the already glorious martyrology of the church of Spain, a 
heroic attachment. And this we learn with an expressible consolation 
which has been the occasion for an impressive and devout renewal, 
and for such a wide and deep awakening of Christian life and piety, 
particularly among the good, simple people of Spain, and which 
heralds the dawn and beginning of better things and fairer days 
for the whole of Spain. 

Prayer Until Peace 

To all this good and faithful people, to all dear and noble Spain 
which has suffered so much, we direct our benediction and we desire 
that it may reach them, and to them no less our daily prayer goes 
out and will continue to go out until fair peace wholly and finally 
returns. 

Our benediction without any mundane consideration goes out ina 
special manner to all those who have assumed the difficult and 
dangerous task of defending and restoring the rights and honor of 
God and of religion, which is to say the rights and dignity of con- 
science, the prime condition and the most solid basis for all human 
and civil welfare. 

A task, we have said, both difficult and dangerous, for it is only 
too easy in the very ardor and difficulty of defense to go to an excess 
which is not wholly warranted, and further intentions less pure. 
Selfish interests and mere party feeling may easily enter in cloud, 
and change the morality and responsibility of what is being done. Our 
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fatherly heart can never forget, and in this moment more than ever 
it must recall with the most sincere and fatherly gratitude, all those 
who with purity of intention and unselfish motive have so to inter- 
vene in the name of humanity and our gratitude is not diminished, 
even though we have had to realize the failure of their local efforts. 

And what of the others? What is to be said of those others who are 
so near and never cease to be our sons, in spite of the deeds and 
methods of persecution so odious and so cruel against persons and 
things so dear and sacred? What of these who as far as distance 
permitted have not even spared our person, and who with expression 
and gestures so highly offensive have treated us not as sons with 
a father but as foes with an enemy who is particularly detested. We 
have, beloved sons, divine precepts and examples which may seem 
too difficult for poor and unaided human nature to obey and imitate, 
but which are in reality with divine grace beautiful and attractive to 
the Christian soul, to your souls, beloved sons. 

So that we cannot and could not for one moment doubt as to what 
is left for us to do—to love them with a special love born of mercy 
and compassion—to love them and, since we can do nothing else, to 
pray for them—to pray that the serene vision of truth will illuminate 
their minds and will reopen their hearts to the desire and fraternal 
quest for the real common good, to pray that they may return to 
the Father who awaits them with such longing and will make a 
joyous festival of their return—to pray that they may be one with us. 

Surely of this we have both confidence in Almighty God, the rain- 
bow of peace will shine forth in the clear sky of Spain, bearing the 
news of peace to the whole of your great and splendid country—a 
peace, let us add, serene and secure, consoling all sorrows, repairing 
all harm, contenting every just and wise aspiration, which is com- 
patible with the common good and heralding a future of order with 
tranquillity and prosperity with honor. 
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